Students educated on the importance of TNR on campus


For Paws of St. Mary’s University hit a milestone by successfully trapping, neutering, and returning (TNR) its 100th cat. The group, made up of faculty, staff, and students, is committed to making the campus a hospitable environment for its resident felines through TNR and adopting out those who need homes. 

TNR is a method used to control the population of feral and stray cat colonies. The felines are trapped, taken to a local veterinarian to be spayed or neutered, and then returned to their colonies. If For Paws finds a cat who can be socialized, the organization seeks out someone to adopt her. 
“When we started, we had 45 cats on campus,” says Caroline Byrd, For Paws co-director. “Now we have 10 to 12 resident cats. They’re healthy, well fed, and look good.”

Because it does not receive funding from the university, the group got off the ground with the help of a $2,300 grant from the Summerlee Foundation. For Paws now has a host of sponsors who donate money, food, transportation, and, most importantly, time. 

Byrd, who says it is exciting and affirming to help so many animals, is happy to help the city reach its goal of becoming a no-kill city. But she doesn’t think it will happen by 2012. 

“I feel hopeful that we’ll reach our goal. It’s a noble effort, but it’s a huge educational effort.”

Byrd encountered instances of close-mindedness when the program began. Many students didn’t understand what the organization was trying to do and would return caged cats back into their colonies before they could be altered. But after speaking to students in residence halls, she feels most are on the same page. 

“Student volunteers are ‘cat spotters.’ They tell us when they see a stray on campus and act as our eyes and ears,” she says. 
Now students are playing a big role in helping For Paws reach its next goal of 200 cats. —Rebekah Wolf

