April 1, 2005

The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison

284 Russell Senate Building

Washington, DC 20510

We are writing today to express concern about the recent announcement by Superintendent of Documents Judy Russell that the Government Printing Office (GPO) intends to request level funding in their FY 2006 appropriations for the Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP).

This level-funding request will drastically reduce the material sent to FDLP libraries in the state of Texas, including nine institutions in the San Antonio area.  These libraries have participated in the FDLP and have served the citizens of our area for many years.  They provide no-fee access to important government information that supports academic programs for K-12 in addition to the permanent access to vital federal government information, such as laws, regulations, maps, census/economic data, scientific reports, crime statistics, regional/state health studies, and Congressional publications.

To prevent a critical historical information gap, GPO must continue to distribute print versions of government publications until a new technology system is in place that will authenticate and preserve electronic government information.  At present, standards and best practices for the preservation of electronic information products are not yet in place.  Therefore, Texans are in danger of losing access to vital information that is available today on the Internet, but may not survive into the future.

Therefore, I urge you as a member of the Senate Rules and Administration Committee to ask your colleagues to hold public hearings on the Impact of GPO’s new initiatives and the resulting drastic changes to the FDLP.  I also request that you urge GPO to allocate its FY 2006 appropriations to provide government information in the formats that best meet the needs of Texans.  

In summary, GPO’s budget and distribution plan will be detrimental to your constituents who depend upon no-fee, long-term access to government information.

Thank you for your consideration of this important issue.

Sincerely,

Michael Kaminski

President, San Antonio Area Documents Users Group

cc:
Bruce James, Public Printer of the United States


Judy Russell, Superintendent of Documents

