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http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/pubs/proceedings/05fall/index.html 
New Depository Manual Report

Report on the completion of the new online depository manual, in two sessions. Each of the 15 chapters was completed by a team of docs librarians, and each team gave a brief summary of their work. Janet Scheitle, Director of the Office of Planning and Development, Library Services, began by discussing the project. Teams were to report on what they accomplished, explain new content, provide tips and new ideas, solicit feedback, and discuss the future of the manual. Revisions to the existing manual were intended to reflect changes to the FDLP, consolidate existing documents, update information, and incorporate best practices and lessons learned. 
Each team gave a report of their efforts that included the following sections:

What’s new and important?

Tips, Practical advice, and lessons learned.

Did you realize that you don’t have to…?

The slides from the PowerPoint presentation are available online at:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/pubs/proceedings/05fall/janet_scheitle_manual_oct05.ppt 

Highlights and notables:

Language indicating the trend toward mostly or strictly electronic collections is prominent. This includes the advice that there is no minimum selection percentage, no requirement for shelf space, nor a requirement for a depository librarian or minimum staffing. 
The FLDP “is as much about access and reference expertise as it is about tangible collections.” Training opportunities for staff are an important aspect of FDL status. 

Referrals to other collections, the marketing and promotion of FDL materials, written policies on electronic access, circulation, and reference services are all important aspects of FD librarianship. Providing free printing for the public is not a requirement. Size of the collection doesn’t matter. Track usage wherever possible. Housing locally is not required. Photograph your collection (!) Internet memory tools like Internet Archive or The Way Back Machine can help maintain online core collection links. 
Agency Update: Dept. of Commerce: STAT-USA/USA Trade Online
A presentation by two website folks from DOC, this demo of the updates to STAT-USA included a demonstration of new features available in USA Trade Online, including the ability to customize table layouts, suppress empty rows and columns, and export data in a variety of formats. This included a ppt, and a handout on searching the  USA Trade Online for new users. 
Visioning session breakout by topic: Adding Value

A session of small-group discussions with periodic reports to the room via a moderator, who prompted us with topic/questions. 
From my notes: Questions began with: Is it the responsibility of an FDL to add value? Why and why not?
The small group I found myself in discussed the value FDls add to Gov Docs in the form of reference service and expertise, effective cataloging, finding aids such as online pathfinders (Browse Topics features, for instance), and creating a connection to the legacy collection.  
We can push documents to users, help focus portions of the collections around user needs. We also provide an educational perspective.

In terms of service, our presence as experts adds value, and our increasing online presence (email, IM) does to. The emphasis is on people rather than things in the collection. Bibliographic control, tutorials, tips for online users, finding aids, usability testing, partnerships with other libraries, creating data that is tailored for local users, these are all examples of kinds of added value that we should offer. 

How can smaller FDLs (< 30%) be expected/required to play a unique role?

Again, push info to the public, provide shortcuts, tips, finding aids. Outreach/communication tools include advertising on municipal cable access, radio, main library website, bulletin boards, tip sheets on things like health, USA jobs, etc, Medline, Legal info, collaborative efforts with other information producers and providers. Advocacy for gov docs to public, along with linking to major resources and providing expertise. This can be likened to ILL: expertise, referrals when items aren’t on hand. 
Should FDLs seek to partner with internet memory organizations to ensure access to outdated digital versions and sites? Should GPO be involved in this or should it be directly between libraries?

Access vs preservation, commercial vs public. Examples: CRS collection projects such as UT. Should FDLs register projects through GPO?

What other kinds of value-added roles do FDLs play in the digital world? Does GPO have a role or not?

Suggestion: ditch SuDocs in favor or Dewey (and/or?) LC. (Better browsing at subject level.)

Do Instant Messaging whenever possible. 

Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records (FRBRs)

GPO could be marketing custom-made data sets commercially

Crosswalks MARC to other metadata

Data sets/maps—collaboration in digitizing, registry of products (?) 

Council and FDLP Visioning Session
This was a series of addresses by various members of council regarding the changing roles of GPO as the digital revolution approaches totality. Essentially a call to take action and initiative on an individual basis as Gov Docs librarians and to lend our voices and expertise to the conversations, this was a light and humorous series of commentaries prefacing the breakout sessions with small groups. 
Agency Update: Health & Human Services
 This report on the new public service publications Dietary Guidelines for Americans and A Healthier You was basically a report on the health statistics and issues that led to the publication of this publication from the Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion (ODPHP). 
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/pubs/proceedings/05fall/penny_royall_dietary_guidelines_oct05.ppt#1 

Based on statistical research, focus group responses, and consumer research, this document seeks to translate nutritional facts and recommendations into an effective piece of communication for the average American, putting the issues into practical terms that can be incorporated into real lives. 
Agency Update: Science.gov

A review of the Science.gov portal, including an overview of the organizational task of bringing web content from a large number of agencies together in a single search tool. This update provided virtually the same content as last year. A visit to the site will be instructive in demonstrating the cross-agency search capabilities in this most recent release (2.1), which includes ranked results, an alert service, and standard tools for marking and sorting results. 
