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  Library Resources Worksheet
EN 1311 (Fall 2009), Louis J. Blume Library, http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/
Diane M. Duesterhoeft, dduesterhoeft@stmarytx.edu, (210) 436-3346; Reference Desk: (210) 436-3508

You will be conducting research for your project by completing this document. Save this form on your laptop, and fill it out. Please email the completed document as an attachment to dduesterhoeft@stmarytx.edu when finished.
1. Name: 
Part 1.  Defining Your Topic  

My Topic:

My thesis statement: 
Part 2.  Consulting Background Sources
I have consulted the following:

___ CQ Researcher (database)

The search I typed:


Title, date, volume, and issue of report examined:


Useful information I gained from this report is…

___N/A 

Part 3. Specific Information from Subscription (Aggregator) Databases
· Look at a list of the library’s subscription databases under About the Databases or Databases Listed Alphabetically. Select one of the following databases:
· Project MUSE: Provides 100% full-text and user-friendly online access to prestigious humanities and social sciences journals.
· LexisNexis Academic: Full-text newspaper articles and transcripts from around the world. 

· Academic Search Complete: Contains than 5,300 full-text periodicals, including 4,400 peer-reviewed journals. In addition to full text, this database offers indexing and abstracts for more than 9,300 journals and a total of 10,900 publications including monographs, reports, conference proceedings, etc.
2. Search one of these databases. Which one are you searching?
3. What search statement did you type and what limiters or expanders did you include?

· Select one of the items.

4. In one or two sentences, write a fact or viewpoint from this item contains that might be helpful to you in your paper:  
Write down the following citation information for the item you selected. Write N/A if not provided.
5a. Author(s) (if provided)
5b. Article Title 
5c. Source (periodical) Title
5d. Date 






5e. Section, Column, Page on which the article begins or page numbers
5f. If no page numbers are provided, number of words 
6. Which other keywords do you find in the item record or this article that you might use to find other articles about this topic? 

7. I met with (librarian’s name):
8. Date:

9. List one thing you learned from this session:
10. List one thing you wished you had learned from this session or that was unclear or confusing:

Email this completed document as an attachment to dduesterhoeft@stmarytx.edu
Note: A guide to documenting sources in MLA format is at http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/subject/misc/mlastyle.pdf 
Information Seeking Process

· Think about your question. 

· Break it into key concepts and identify terms for each concept. Start with fewer words.

· Use Boolean connectors like and, or, and not to connect keywords. Many databases search the words as a phrase otherwise.

· Truncation characters such as an * (asterisk) can expand your search by retrieving various forms of a word, e.g., comput* retrieves computer, computers, computing, computation, etc.

· Think about which individuals or groups of people or organizations are associated with your topic. These might be additional terms to search.

· Consider what type of information you need and where you might find it.
Other sources for background information:
__  Gale Virtual Reference Library: online encyclopedias and handbooks 

Please feel free to talk to the librarians. That’s why we’re here.
Objectives: By the end of this consultation, you should:

· Be able to find library resources that you might include in one of your projects

· Be able to generate appropriate keywords and related terms for topic

· Become more familiar with some of the library’s databases and the type of information they provide

· Feel comfortable asking a reference librarian for assistance with your research questions
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