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  Resources supporting American Literature through the 18th Century
EN 2355 (Spring 2009), Louis J. Blume Library, http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/
Diane M. Duesterhoeft, dduesterhoeft@stmarytx.edu, (210) 436-3346; Reference Desk: (210) 436-3508

Please talk to me and my librarian colleagues. Don’t be afraid. Ask questions. That’s why we’re here.
The following resources are available through the Blume Library web site at


http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/
	Type of Information
	Tools to Find Information
	Examples of Tools

	Brief background information
	Selected subscription databases
	Literature Resource Center  

	Background, in-depth: books, electronic books; chapters in books
	Library catalog
	Library Online Catalog;
WorldCat

	Scholarly journal articles
	Subscription databases
	Literature Resource Center;  Academic Search Complete; MLA International Bibliography; Project MUSE; JSTOR 

	Primary & secondary sources
	Scholarly web sites
	American Memory; Archiving Early America; UMDL Text Collections (includes Making of America) 


For more information about these databases, see Databases Listed by Subject, then History Databases (http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/indexes/hist.htm) or English & Communications Studies Databases (http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/indexes/comm.htm).

Brief background information can be found in printed reference sources on the Main (2nd) Floor of the library. Just ask a librarian for assistance!

Information Seeking Process

· Think about your question. Consider what type of information you need and where you might find it.
· Break your topic into key concepts (keywords) and identify terms for each concept. Start with fewer words.

· Use Boolean connectors like and, or, and not to connect keywords. Many databases search the words as a phrase otherwise.

· Truncation characters such as an * (asterisk) can expand your search by retrieving various forms of a word, e.g., comput* retrieves computer, computers, computing, computation, etc.

· Think about which individuals or groups of people or organizations are associated with your topic. These might be additional terms to search.
· Look at bibliographies in relevant sources. 

· Search for books in the library catalog. 
· To find a specific journal article, go to Locating Journals and enter the journal name (NOT the article title).

See the MLA Documentation Guide for examples of citing sources. The guide is located at
 http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/subject/misc/mlastyle.pdf (or under Research Guides from the library home page). This is an example:
Wollstonecraft, Mary. "Mrs. D'Arblay's ' Camilla; or, A Picture of Youth'." The Analytical Review 24 (Aug. 1796): 142-48. Rpt. in Nineteenth-Century Literature Criticism. Ed. Laurie Lanzen Harris and Jay Parini. Vol. 12. Detroit: Gale Research, 1986. 142-48. Literature Resource Center. Gale. St. Mary’s University. 25 Mar. 2009.
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