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  Locating Reliable Sources
EN 3300 (Summer 2009), Louis J. Blume Library, http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/
Diane M. Duesterhoeft, dduesterhoeft@stmarytx.edu, (210) 436-3346; Reference Desk: (210) 436-3508

You will be finding sources for Paper 3 by completing this document. Please complete what you can on this form and save it to your laptop or USB flash drive. You will work on it in class and we will share and discuss your findings as a group.
Your Name: 
Part 1.  Defining Your Topic  

My profession or field:

The concern or controversy in the field: 
Part 2. Finding articles or essays through Subscription (Aggregator) Databases
· Look at a list of the library’s subscription databases under About the Databases, Databases Listed Alphabetically, or under one of the Databases Listed by Subject pages.
· Depending on your field, several recommended databases include: Project Muse, Academic Search Complete, Business Source Complete, PsycINFO, ScienceDirect
1. List two or three databases that you might search:
2. Search one of these databases. Which one are you searching?
3. What search statement did you type and what limiters or expanders did you include?

· Select one of the articles.

4. In one or two sentences, write why you selected this article and viewpoint from this article that might be helpful to you for Paper 3:  
Write down the following citation information for the item you selected. Write N/A if not provided.
5a. Author(s) (if provided)
5b. Article Title 
5c. Source (periodical) 
5d. Date 






5e. Section, Column, Page on which the article begins or page numbers
5f. If no page numbers are provided, number of words 
6. Which other keywords do you find in the item record or this article that you might use to find other articles about this topic? 

Information Seeking Process and Search Tips
· Think about your question. 

· Break it into key concepts and identify terms for each concept. Start with fewer words.

· Use Boolean connectors like and, or, and not to connect keywords. Many databases search the words as a phrase otherwise.

· Truncation characters such as an * (asterisk) can expand your search by retrieving various forms of a word, e.g., comput* retrieves computer, computers, computing, computation, etc.

· Think about which individuals or groups of people or organizations are associated with your topic. These might be additional terms to search.
· Avoid book reviews as sources. They can alert you to recently published books about your topic, and you can search our Library Online Catalog to see if we have the book.
· Limit your search to Full Text articles, or other desired characteristics.

· Note the length of the articles you choose. In most cases, they should be at least one page long.
· Several of our databases will automatically generate a citation for you.
· Consider what type of information you need and where you might find it.
Part 3.  Searching another database 
Try searching another database. 

7. Which database did you search this time?
8. What search statement did you type and what limiters or expanders did you include?
· Select a relevant article.
9. In one or two sentences, write why you selected this article and viewpoint from this article that might be helpful to you for Paper 3:  
10. Cite this article using APA or MLA format. See below for examples: 

See the APA Documentation Style or the MLA Documentation Style. The guide is located under Research Guides at the library home page. Here are the APA and MLA examples:

Howard, J. (2008, November 21). For Advice on Publishing in the Digital World, Scholars Turn to Campus Libraries. Chronicle of Higher Education, 55(13), A8-A10. Retrieved June 4, 2009, from Academic Search Complete database.
Howard, Jennifer. "For Advice on Publishing in the Digital World, Scholars Turn to Campus Libraries." Chronicle of Higher Education 55.13 (21 Nov. 2008): A8-A10. Academic Search Complete. EBSCO. St. Mary's U, Blume Lib., San Antonio, TX. 4 June 2009.
11. List one thing you learned from this class session:
Please save this document and email it as an attachment to dduesterhoeft@stmarytx.edu
Please feel free to talk to the librarians. That’s why we’re here.
Objectives: By the end of this class session, you should:

· Be able to find articles from library subscription databases to be used in Paper 3
· Be able to generate appropriate keywords and related terms for topic

· Become more familiar with some of the library’s databases and the type of information they provide

· Feel comfortable asking a reference librarian for assistance with your research questions
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