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  Finding literary and cultural information 
EN 4390 (Spring 2008), Louis J. Blume Library, http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/
Diane M. Duesterhoeft, dduesterhoeft@stmarytx.edu, (210) 436-3346; Reference Desk: (210) 436-3508

Objectives: By the end of this session, you should:

· Become more familiar with some of the library’s resources pertaining to literature and culture, and the type of information they provide
· Find library resources that could be used in your project
· Feel comfortable asking a reference librarian for assistance with your research questions
Please talk to the librarians. Don’t be afraid. Ask questions. That’s why we’re here. This exercise is designed to help you locate resources for the paper you will be writing.

Save this document to your laptop, memory device and make sure you email it to yourself and to me before you leave today!

Your Name:
Part 1. Defining Your Topic
1. Who is the author whose work you are examining?  

2. What are the titles of some of the works by this author that you might be examining?

Research Hints:

· Note which databases you are searching and how you are searching, e.g., which keywords, which fields you’re searching, etc. This is helpful if you need to find additional information, or find a particular source again. It’s helpful if you can tell us which resources you searched and how you searched.

Part 2. Finding articles in reference sources, book chapters, journals (periodicals)

· Open a web browser. Go to the Blume Library home page (the Library HP link on the LAC home page will connect you to the Blume Library home page). You can also access the library home page at the address above.
· Click on Literature Resource Center (located in 1st column). The search screen for this database should appear.

· Type your author’s name in the box at the Basic Search screen. 

· Select “Search for Words in: Person – By or About”

· Click on Search.

4. Under the Biographies tab, how many Results are there about your author?  _______________  

5. Click on one of the items and write the citation information for one of the item selected. Look at the bottom of the record for this information. Write N/A if the requested information is not provided:

Author(s) (if provided; might be listed after “About this Essay”) 

Chapter or Article Title 

Source Name and volume (if provided) 

Publisher

Date






Page numbers (if provided)

6. Under the Literature Criticism tab, how many items were retrieved?

Select one of the items. Write the citation information for the item selected. Look at the bottom of the record for this information. Write N/A if the requested information is not provided:

Author(s) (if provided) 

Chapter or Article Title 

Source Name and volume (if provided) 
Date






Page numbers

7. Skimming through the article you just cited, what relevant information might this article offer that could be useful for your paper? What is the article about? What does the author emphasize in this work? Write a brief annotation.
Is there information under any of the other tabs that might be helpful? If so, what?

Part 3. Finding books

· At the library home page, click on the Library Online Catalog link. 
· At the library catalog search screen, select Subject. This will allow you to find materials about your author.
· In the search box type enter your subject’s last (surname) name, first name.

8a. How many subject headings were retrieved with this search?

8b. Type the subject heading you selected:

8c. How many books do we have with that specific subject heading? 

Note: If no items are retrieved, select Advanced Boolean (Keyword) search, remove the comma between your author’s last and first names, and search. 

8d. If you searched by this method, how many items did you retrieve? _____________________
Note: This search may retrieve items by the author, as well as about the author. Please select an item about the author, rather than by the author, if possible.
9. If you still retrieve no items, consult with a librarian. 
If you did find one or more items, list the citation information for one of the books:

Author(s) or Editor(s) 

Book Title 
Place of Publication 

Publisher 

Year 

Floor and Complete Call Number 
10. Locate the book on the Third Floor (in most cases) of the Blume Library you cited above (or if an ebook, click on the link to the book). Did you locate the book? ____________  Show the book to your professor, to Prof. Diane Duesterhoeft, or to any of the other librarians.
Note: While you have the book in hand, you might want to check it out at the Circulation Counter, so you can continue your research!

11. What information does this book or chapter present that would be helpful in writing your paper on your selected topic?

Note: To find additional relevant books, search for books listed in the bibliographies, or works cited, in previous items you found in this exercise.

Part 4. Finding magazine and journal articles

Return to the library home page and select Academic Search Complete. The search screen for this database should appear.

· Limit your search to items with full-text by checking the “Full Text” box under “Limit Your Results” (highly recommended!) 
· Click in the box next to “Find:” and type your author’s name; if a common last name, type a title of one of the author’s works. Be sure to connect your terms with the word and. Click on Search.
12. What did you type?
13. How many Results are there?   

  

14. Write the citation information for the item selected:

Author(s)

Article Title

Source (periodical) 

Volume and issue number (not ISSN)
Date 




  
Page numbers 

Look at the View line near the top or bottom of the full citation screen. Look for the icons and text for the following after the “Citation” icon: 

15. Is HTML Full Text included?


16. Is PDF Full Text included? 

17. Is there Linked Full Text?
18. Return to the citations list. Is there a link below the citation for this item that reads Check the St. Mary’s University library catalog for holdings, indicating that the library might have this article in print?
19. What additional keywords or subject headings might you search to find other articles on this topic?

20. What information does this article present that would be helpful in writing your paper on your selected topic?
◙ Another database to search includes the MLA International Bibliography. You can find it under Databases Listed Alphabetically.
The MLA International Bibliography contains citations to journal articles, book chapters (articles), and dissertations. Search the MLA International Bibliography database.
21. What did you type?
22. How many Results are there? 
23. Select a journal article citation that looks relevant to your topic. Write the citation information for that item:

Author(s)

Article Title

Source (periodical) 

Volume and issue number (not ISSN)
Date 






Page numbers

24. Is full-text linked to this article? 
25. Is there a link below the citation for this item that reads Check the St. Mary’s University library catalog for holdings, indicating that the library might have this article in print?
26a. If there is a link, click on it. Does the library have the issue that this article appears in?
26b. If so, in what format is that issue?
Note: If you find book articles/chapters that look relevant, search for the book in the library catalog.
See the MLA Documentation Guide for examples of citing sources. The guide is located at
 http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/subject/misc/mlastyle.pdf (or under Research Guides from the library home page). This is an example:

Davidson, Cathy N. “Hannah Webster Foster.” Dictionary of Literary Biography, Volume 37: American Writers of the Early Republic. Ed. Emory Elliot. Detroit: Gale, 1985. 161-63. Literature Resource Center. Gale Group. St. Mary’s U, Blume Lib., San Antonio, TX. 30 Sept. 2005.
27. Cite one of the items you noted in Part 4 as you would in a “Works Cited” page using MLA format:

28. If you know, during which time period did your author live or write? Where did s/he live?
When you have completed this exercise, please email it to dduesterhoeft@stmarytx.edu .
The following resources are available through the library web site at


http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/

	Type of Information
	Tools to Find Information
	Examples of Tools

	Brief background information
	Selected subscription databases
	Literature Resource Center, MasterFILE Premier

	Background, in-depth: books, electronic books
	Library catalog
	library online catalog

	Very specific information: magazine articles
	Subscription databases
	Academic Search Premier, eLibrary Curriculum, MasterFILE Premier

	Scholarly journal articles
	Subscription databases
	Academic Search Premier; MLA International Bibliography

	Other resources
	Subscription databases: links to
freely available sources
	WorldCat; subscription databases listed above
Search engines: Google; Ixquick; IPL Literary Criticism


Brief background information can be found in printed reference sources on the Main (2nd) Floor of the library. Just ask a librarian for assistance!

Information Seeking Process

· Think about your question. 

· Break it into key concepts and identify terms for each concept. Start with fewer words.

· Use Boolean connectors like and, or, and not to connect keywords. Many databases search the words as a phrase otherwise.

· Truncation characters such as an * (asterisk) can expand your search by retrieving various forms of a word, e.g., comput* retrieves computer, computers, computing, computation, etc.

· Think about which individuals or groups of people or organizations are associated with your topic. These might be additional terms to search.

· Consider what type of information you need and where you might find it.
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