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 Finding Background Research Resources
Save this document to your laptop. Specify on this document some of the resources discussed.
Briefly describe your research project. What is one question or hypothesis you’d like to explore through this research?

Brainstorming with a partner or in a small group, determine if you will want to explore the following types of resources for background research information, and if so, where you might access this information. Place a Y or N in front of each type of resource listed:

____ A. Brief background information, as might be found in a subject specific encyclopedia or handbook). Where or how might you search for this?

____ B. In-depth background information or research findings, as found in books. Where or how might you search for this?

____ C. Research findings, theoretical exploration, as found in journal articles. Where or how might you search for this?

___ D. Statistics, reports, and findings, as found in government documents or information. Where or how might you search for this?

___ E. Specify other types of background information you might need: 

Where or how might you search for this?

List one or more features found in a subscription aggregator database that is not available via Google or a freely-available search engine:
When using a subscription aggregator database, list two ways you might narrow your search:

When using a subscription aggregator database, list two ways you might expand or broaden your search:
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 Resources for Graduate School Financial Assistance
What area or discipline would you like to study?

Do you have specific universities or programs in mind where you’d like to study? If so, what are they?
Rhetorical Question to ponder: What assistantships, fellowships, scholarships, or other financial assistance is provided by the department, school, or university to which you plan to apply? 

Types of Sources of Financial Assistance Information:
· Print Resources

· Web Resources

· Financial Assistance office and Department or Program of university where you plan to study, recommendations by advisor, word of mouth
Financial Assistance Resources
Examples of Print Resources:
· National Directory of Scholarships, Internships, and Fellowships for Latino Youth. Washington, D.C.: Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute (annual). Ref LB 2338.D57
· Scholarships, Fellowships, and Loans. Detroit: Gale (annual). Ref LB 2338.F4
Browse the Reference shelves and list at least one other print resource from the Reference collection containing financial assistance information:

Examples of Electronic Books (these can be found by searching the title or author in the online catalog):

· Schlachter, Gail Ann. Directory of Financial Aids for Women. El Dorado, CA: Reference Service Press.
· Schlachter, Gail Ann. Financial Aid for Hispanic Americans. El Dorado, CA: Reference Service Press.

Find one of the books listed above in the online catalog. Click on the call number. This allows you to browse similar books. Click on one of the financial assistance books call numbers ending in eb (for electronic book). What title did you retrieve?

Click on the link connecting you to this electronic book. Browse through it. 
List at least one scholarship or grant listed in the book:

(continued)
Examples of Web Sites:
· Student Aid on the Web: provided by the US Department of Education and Federal Student Aid: http://studentaid.ed.gov/
· Outside Scholarships navigation link at St. Mary’s University Financial Assistance web site

· Colleges, Scholarships & Financial Aid Databases provides more links to Financial Aid & Scholarships
Explore one of the sites listed. Which site did you select? Which link did you follow?
List one new item of advice or a source of financial assistance that you located on the site:

Selected Resources for Getting into and Surviving Graduate School
· Steltzer, Richard J. How to Write a Winning Personal Statement for Graduate and Professional School. Lawrenceville, N.J. : Thomson/Peterson's. Ref LB 2351.52.U6 S74 2002
· The Compleat Academic:A Career Guide. Eds. John M. Darley, Mark P. Zanna, and Henry L. Roediger, III. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. H 62.C584824 2004 (Third Floor)
· Johnson, W. Brad and Jennifer M. Huwe. Getting Mentored in Graduate School. Washington, DC : American Psychological Association, 2003. LB 2371 .J62 2003 (Third Floor)
Selected Resources for Finding Graduate Programs
· Peterson's Graduate and Professional Programs ... Series. Lawrenceville, NJ: Thomson/Peterson's (annual). Ref L 901.P442 (6 volumes)
Which programs are you considering?

By which accrediting agencies is the program accredited?

What are some of the areas of specialization in this program?

Who are some of the faculty affiliated with this program?

· Graduate Guide: US Directory of Doctoral and Master’s Programs: includes articles and resources about accreditation

http://www.graduateguide.com
Financial Assistance at Your Chosen Program
Once you have decided to which graduate or professional programs you wish to apply, what assistantships (research or graduate assistantships) does the program offer? How many do they offer?
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