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   Accessing Court Cases (Exercise)
PO 4333 (Spring 2010), Louis J. Blume Library, http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/
Diane Duesterhoeft, dduesterhoeft@stmarytx.edu, 210/436-3346; Reference Desk: 210/436-3508
Note: Some background resources on Constitutional law and the Supreme Court are located in the Blume Library Reference section in the KF call number section.

CQ Press Political Reference Suite provides online access to the Supreme Court Yearbook (1989-present).

Our subscription databases, including LexisNexis Academic, are accessible off-campus to currently enrolled students. 
1. Click on a web browser icon. 

· Go to library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/ .

· From the library homepage, click on Lexis/Nexis under Popular Research Databases (in the 1st column). If you get a LexisNexis Sign In screen, use your browser’s Back button, and click on LexisNexis again from the library web site. You should get connected.
2. Once connected to the LEXIS-NEXIS Academic page, click on Legal in the top bar.  

3. Click on Federal & State Cases in the right navigation column. 

· Enter the search terms  esperanza center
· Click on the Search box.

4. The case, with your search terms highlights, should appear.

5. In which court was this case heard?

6. When was the case tried? Note: you may need to scroll down below many notes before you find this. Or use your browser to find the word “tried.”
7. When was the case decided?

8. Who delivered the opinion?

9. How many judges heard the case?

10. What was the First Amendment issue raised by the plaintiff?

11. Looking at the documentation examples on page 3 of this exercise, how would you cite this case?

12. Click on the Edit Search link near the upper right portion of the screen.

· In the Case Name field, type brandenburg in the first box and ohio in the second box.
· Click on the Search box.

13. Click on the first case name on the Results list. 
14. When was the case argued?

15. When was the case decided? 

16. Which justices heard the case? 
17. What was the outcome of the case, as noted in the Syllabus? 
18. Looking at the documentation examples on page 3 of this exercise, how would you cite this case?

19. Click on the Edit Search bar near the top of the page.

· In the Search terms box, type seven aphorisms.
· Click on the Search box.

20. Click on the first case name on the Results list. 

21. When was the case argued? 

22. When was the case decided?

23. Who delivered the opinion?

24. Who joined in the opinion?

25. Were there any dissenting opinions?

26. If so, who dissented?

27. What was the case about?

28. What was the decision of the case?

29. Looking at the documentation examples on page 3 of this exercise, how would you cite this case?

Be sure to save this document to your laptop or memory device or email it to yourself.
(continued)


The following are examples of the format for documenting legal citations in MLA format. More documentation examples can be found on the library web site at http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/subject/misc/eldocmla.htm .

Works Cited
Legal Cases

(based on the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th ed., 2009)
Basic form 

First Plaintiff v. First Defendent. Volume Source Page on which case begins. Year.

First Plaintiff v. First Defendent. Volume Source Page on which case begins. Year. Database Name. Information Service. Library Name, City, State. Date Accessed.
First Plaintiff v. First Defendent. Volume Source Page on which case begins. Year. Information Supplier. Date Accessed <URL>. 

Examples 

Cisneros v. Alpine Ridge Group. 508 US 10. 1993. LexisNexis Academic. LexisNexis. St. Mary's U, Blume Lib., San Antonio, TX. 10 June 2004. 

Cisneros v. Alpine Ridge Group. 508 US 10. 1993. FindLaw. 10 June 2004 <http://caselaw.findlaw.com/cgi-bin/getcase.pl?court=US&vol=508&invol=10#>. 

Compaq Computer Co. v. Lapray. No. 02-0705. Supreme Ct. of TX. 7 May 2004. LexisNexis Academic. LexisNexis. St. Mary's U, Blume Lib., San Antonio, TX. 30 June 2004. 

Esperanza Peace & Justice Center v. City of San Antonio. 316 F. Supp. 2d 433. 2001. LexisNexis Academic. LexisNexis. St. Mary's U, Blume Lib., San Antonio, TX. 31 Jan. 2008. 

Roper v. Simmons. No. 03-633. Supreme Ct. of the US. 1 Mar. 2005. LexisNexis Academic. LexisNexis. St. Mary's U, Blume Lib., San Antonio, TX. 10 Mar. 2005. 
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