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  Finding quality information about a current issue
Upward Bound (Summer 2009), Louis J. Blume Library, http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/
Diane M. Duesterhoeft, dduesterhoeft@stmarytx.edu, (210) 436-3346; Reference Desk: (210) 436-3508

Objectives: By the end of this session, you should:

· Become more familiar with two of the library’s subscription databases pertaining to society and culture, and the type of information they provide
· Find library resources that could be used in your project
· Feel comfortable asking a reference librarian for assistance with your research questions
Research Hints:

· Note which databases you are searching and how you are searching, e.g., which keywords, which fields you’re searching, etc. This is helpful if you need to find additional information, or find a particular source again. It’s helpful if you can tell us which resources you searched and how you searched.
· Please talk to the librarians. Don’t be afraid. Ask questions. That’s why we’re here. This exercise is designed to help you locate articles for the paper you will be writing.

Your Name:
Part 1. Finding an overview about your topic
· Click on CQ Researcher. The search screen for this database should appear.

· Type your one or two word topic in the Quick Search box.
· Click on Go
1. What did you type? 

· Look at one of the reports that looks like it might be relevant.

2. What is the title of the report?

3. What is the date of the report?

Part 2. Finding additional magazine and journal articles

From the library home page, 
· Select Academic Search Complete
· Check the “Full Text” box under “Limit Your Results” 
· Type your topic in the search box
· Click on Search.

1. What search words did you type?

2. How many articles did your search retrieve?

Look through several articles. Be sure to read abstracts or article summaries (hover over the magnifying glass icon), rather than simply looking at the article title. 

· Select an article
· Click on the 4th icon in the upper right corner (looks like a golden sheet and says “Cite this article”)

3. Copy the MLA formatted reference and paste it here:

4. Look at the HTML Full Text or PDF Full Text.  List one new item of information or advice you learned from this article:

Another recommended database is the Gale Virtual Reference Library
5. Talk to Diane or one of the other librarians about other databases to search. Which databases were recommended?
Don't hesitate to ask a librarian for assistance. We're here to help you!

06/2009 dmd, St. Mary's University, Louis J. Blume Library

This subscription database is available through the San Antonio Public Library web site at http://www.mysapl.org/. It is accessible from your home if you have a San Antonio Public Library card. A library card is free to anyone residing within Bexar County. To obtain a card, simply go to any public library location and bring identification (driver’s license or photo ID) and proof of residency.
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