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While evaluation of information is important regardless of the format (print, audio, video, electronic), it becomes even more critical when dealing with the quantity of information that can now be accessed unmediated via the World Wide Web. Information that traditionally has been found in the library has undergone a process of evaluation by professionally trained librarians. However, the responsibility of evaluation shifts even more heavily to the user as information becomes more widely available and is subjected to fewer review processes than other information sources traditionally found through a library.
1. What is the title or name of the web page(s), entry or article you are examining?

Relevancy
2. How relevant or useful is this information for the topic you are studying? Would you use this information for a project? If so, why?
Audience/Purpose

3. What type of web site or information resource is this—informational, academic, advocacy, commercial, legal, news, diary or blog? Select as many categories as apply.

4. Who is the intended audience? How can you tell?

5. What is the intended purpose of this information or page?

6. How effectively does the site or page convey the intended message? What types of colors, graphics, audio, video, text are used? 

Authority/Reliability

7. Who is the author of the page, information, or site? 

8. What are the author's credentials or qualifications?

9. Can you find further information about the author? If so, where?

Note: To determine the author's credibility, background information on the person may be located elsewhere in the information source, or may be located in biographical sources in the library's collection or databases. Ask a Reference Librarian if you need assistance finding this information.

10. Do other sources support this information?

11. Who is the publisher of the information or sponsor of the site (which organization or individual)?
Evaluating… (continued)
Accuracy/Reliability

12. Is the origin of the information documented? Are the author’s sources listed, either in footnotes, a bibliography, or referenced in the text?

13. Are there spelling, grammatical, or other errors? If so, where?

14. Is there any indication that the information has been reviewed by editors or peer reviewed?

Objectivity

15. What appears to be the author’s motivation for providing this information?

16. Are any biases noted? If so, what are they?
17. Is there advertising on the site? If so, what type of advertising is there and is it clearly differentiated from the content?

Currency/Recency
18. How current is the information provided? When was this page or site last updated?

19. Do all links work?

Scope/Content

20. How broad or deep is the coverage of the topic?
21. Considering these responses, how would you now answer Question 2?
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