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 Research using Subscription Library Databases and other Recommended Resources
PO 3362 (Fall 2007), Louis J. Blume Library, http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/
Diane Duesterhoeft, dduesterhoeft@stmarytx.edu , 210/436-3346; Reference Desk: 210/436-3508
Objectives: By the end of this session, you should:

· Become more familiar with some of the library’s subscription databases and the type of information they provide

· Find library information sources that are useful for your project

· Utilize more of the subscription database features

· Feel comfortable asking a reference librarian for assistance with your research questions
· Items with this type of bullet are library subscription databases, or part of the “invisible web.” These databases allow you to easily email articles or citations to yourself, and include additional features.
Starting Points:

Country Research Guide: http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/subject/economics/country.htm
· Gale Virtual Reference Library featuring Worldmark Encyclopedia of the Nations
Presents easy-to-understand information on countries and dependencies from around the world. Entries discuss a variety of topics in detail, from banking and securities to climate, and from government data to demographic statistics. See section on Media.
· OneWorld Nations Online: http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/
Background information, links to nation’s official government site, and links to the following recommended sites:


BBC News Country Profiles: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/

Background Notes (US Department of State): http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/

World Factbook (CIA): http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/
More Information:

· CIAONet (Columbia International Affairs Online) 
A full text source for theory and research in international affairs. It publishes a wide range of scholarship from 1991 on that includes working papers from university research institutes, occasional papers series from NGOs, foundation-funded research projects, and proceedings from conferences. Each section of CIAO is updated with new material on a regular schedule. 
· LexisNexis Academic
Full text of today’s news or search back more than 20 years, full text international news, company news and financial information, full text international legal materials, and much more. Suggested search tips:
· Click on Lexis/Nexis in the first column.  

· Click on News button near upper left corner. Terms can be entered with terms and connectors or in natural language (phrases).
· To narrow search, can limit to search in headline and lead paragraph
· Under Select Sources, can limit to Major World Newspapers, Major World Publications, or Non-US Newspapers and Wires
· Specify a Date Range
· Search
Searching for Scholarly Journal Articles: 
What is a Scholarly Journal? http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/subject/misc/scholjrn.htm
Finding Periodicals through the Blume Library: http://breeze.stmarytx.edu/articles 
· Academic Search Complete 
Multi-disciplinary database that provides full text for nearly 4,500 journals, including full text for more than 3,600 peer-reviewed titles. PDF backfiles to 1975 or further are available for well over one hundred journals, and searchable cited references are provided for 1,000 titles. Can limit search to peer reviewed journals and to items that include full text articles.
· Business Source Complete 
Scholarly business database, providing the leading collection of bibliographic and full text content. As part of the comprehensive coverage offered by this database, indexing and abstracts for the most important scholarly business journals back as far as 1886 are included, in addition to the searchable cited references provided for more than 1,200 journals. Can limit search to peer reviewed journals and to items that include full text articles.
For Serious Researchers: Setting Up the MyEBSCOhost feature

My EBSCOhost is a personal folder in which you can save result list items, links to images, persistent links to searches, saved searches, search alerts, journal alerts and web pages within the EBSCOhost databases.

· Go to page 5 in the handout Getting More from EBSCOhost Databases.

· Follow the directions to set up a MyEBSCOhost account for yourself.

· Be sure that you are logged in. Look in the upper left corner. You should see your name.

· Save the article that you cited in Part 3 to your folder. 
Note: Under “Images” the EBSCOhost databases includes country maps, flags, and photos
Note: EBSCOhost databases such as MasterFILE Premier, Academic Search Complete, Business Source Complete, etc. allow you to translate HTML articles into other languages, although these translations should be consulted with caution.

Getting More from Subscription Databases
· Think about your topic. 

· Break it into key concepts and identify terms for each concept. Start with fewer words.

· Use Boolean connectors like and, or, and not to connect keywords. Many databases search the words as a phrase otherwise.

· Truncation characters such as an * (asterisk) can expand your search by retrieving various forms of a word, e.g., comput* retrieves computer, computers, computing, computation, etc.

· Look at subject headings and terms used in abstracts for related terms. These might be additional terms to search.

· Think about which events, individuals or groups of people are associated with your topic. These might be additional terms to search.

· Consider what type of information you need and where you might find it.
· Pay attention to which databases you are searching and how you are searching, e.g., which keywords, which fields you’re searching, etc. This information will be helpful if you need to find additional information, or find a particular source again. When you talk to the librarians, it’s helpful if you can tell them which resources you searched and how you searched. It may be helpful to log this information.

· Talk to the librarians. Don’t be afraid. Ask questions. That’s why we’re here.
Other databases of interest:

· Library Online Catalog 

Includes links to online books and government publications, as well as print books. Includes several hundred books and documents about the European Union. 

APA Documentation Guide: http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/subject/misc/apastyle.pdf 

(Email me at diane@stmarytx.edu. In the subject line, include PO 3362. In your message tell me (1) one thing you learned in today’s session and (2) tell me anything that you are not clear about, or that you wish had been described or explained. 
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