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   Accessing Court Cases Exercise
PO 4332 (Fall 2007), Louis J. Blume Library, http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/
Diane Duesterhoeft, dduesterhoeft@stmarytx.edu , 210/436-3346; Reference Desk: 210/436-3508
1. Click on a web browser icon. 

· In the location box, type library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/ and press Enter. Be sure to Bookmark or add the library web site to your Favorites, if you have not already done so.
· From the library homepage, click on Lexis/Nexis under Popular Research Databases (in the 1st column). 

2. Once connected to the LexisNexis Academic page, click on Legal on the bar near the upper left corner.  

3. Click on the Federal & State Cases link in the right navigation column. 

· At the search screen, make sure the radio button in front of Terms & Connectors is selected.
· Enter the word commerce in the search box.
· In the Case Name field, enter u.s. in the first box and lopez in the second box.
· Click on the Search box.

4. Click on the name of the case that was decided on April 26, 1995.

5. In which court was this case heard?

6. When was the case argued? 

7. Which law or act was Lopez convicted of violating? 

8. Who delivered the opinion?

9. Who concurred?
10. Were there any dissenting views? If so, who dissented?
11. What was the outcome of the case?

12. Click on the Go button after Edit Search in the upper right corner.
· In the Case Name field, enter gonzales in the first box and raich in the second box.
· Click on the Search box 
13. Click on the name of the case that was decided on June 6, 2005.
14. When was this case argued before the Supreme Court? 

15. From which circuit court was this case appealed?

16. In which state did the defendant (respondent) live?
17. Under which law or act did the defendant claim protection? 

18. Which justices heard the case?

19. Who delivered the opinion?

20. What was the disposition of the case?

21. Looking at the documentation examples on the last page of this exercise, how would you cite this case?
22. Click on the Go button after Edit Search in the upper right corner. 
· If there are any terms in the top search box, clear them. 

· In the Case Name field, enter kirby in the first box and edgewood in the second box.
· Click on the Search box 
23. Click on the name of the case that has the following citation: 777 S.W.2d 391.
24. What is the date of this case?

25. Before which court was this case argued?

26. What was this case about?
27. Which articles and sections of the Texas Constitution were violated?

28. How many judges ruled on this case?

29. Who delivered the opinion?

30. Click on the Go button after Edit Search in the upper right corner. 
· If there are any terms in the top search box, clear them. 

· In the Case Name field, enter gonzales in the first box and oregon in the second box.
· Click on the Search box 
31. Click on the name of the case that was decided on January 17, 2006.
32. When was the case argued? 

33. Who delivered the opinion?

34. Who joined in the opinion?

35. Were there any dissenting opinions?

36. If so, who dissented?

37. What was the case about?

38. What was the decision of the case?

39. Looking at the documentation examples on the last page of this exercise, how would you cite this case?


The following are examples of the format for documenting legal citations in MLA format. More documentation examples can be found on the library web site at http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/subject/misc/eldocmla.htm .

Works Cited
Legal Cases

(based on the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th ed., 2003)
Basic form 

First Plaintiff v. First Defendent. Volume Source Page on which case begins. Year.

First Plaintiff v. First Defendent. Volume Source Page on which case begins. Year. Database Name. Information Service. Library Name, City, State. Date Accessed.
First Plaintiff v. First Defendent. Volume Source Page on which case begins. Year. Information Supplier. Date Accessed <URL>. 

Examples 

Cisneros v. Alpine Ridge Group. 508 US 10. 1993. LexisNexis Academic. LexisNexis. St. Mary's U, Blume Lib., San Antonio, TX. 10 June 2004. 

Cisneros v. Alpine Ridge Group. 508 US 10. 1993. FindLaw. 10 June 2004 <http://caselaw.findlaw.com/cgi-bin/getcase.pl?court=US&vol=508&invol=10#>. 

Compaq Computer Co. v. Lapray. No. 02-0705. Supreme Ct. of TX. 7 May 2004. LexisNexis Academic. LexisNexis. St. Mary's U, Blume Lib., San Antonio, TX. 30 June 2004. 

Esperanza Peace & Justice Center v. City of San Antonio. Cause No. SA-98-CA-0696-OG. US Dist. Ct. for the Western Dist. of TX, San Antonio Div. 15 May 2001. LexisNexis Academic. LexisNexis. St. Mary's U, Blume Lib., San Antonio, TX. 26 Jan. 2004. 

Roper v. Simmons. No. 03-633. Supreme Ct. of the US. 1 Mar. 2005. LexisNexis Academic. LexisNexis. St. Mary's U, Blume Lib., San Antonio, TX. 10 Mar. 2005. 
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