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  Finding literary and cultural information resources
Upward Bound (Summer 2007), Louis J. Blume Library, http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/
Diane M. Duesterhoeft, dduesterhoeft@stmarytx.edu, (210) 436-3346; Reference Desk: (210) 436-3508

Objectives: By the end of this session, you should:

· Become more familiar with two of the library’s subscription databases pertaining to literature and culture, and the type of information they provide
· Find library resources that could be used in your project
· Feel comfortable asking a reference librarian for assistance with your research questions
Research Hints:

· Note which databases you are searching and how you are searching, e.g., which keywords, which fields you’re searching, etc. This is helpful if you need to find additional information, or find a particular source again. It’s helpful if you can tell us which resources you searched and how you searched.
· Please talk to the librarians. Don’t be afraid. Ask questions. That’s why we’re here. This exercise is designed to help you locate articles for the paper you will be writing.

Your Name:
Part 1. Finding articles in reference sources, book chapters, journals (periodicals)

· Open a web browser. Go to the Blume Library home page at library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib. 
· Click on Literature Resource Center (located in 1st column). The search screen for this database should appear.

· Click in the white box under Author Search 

· Type Anaya 

· Click on Search
· Click on Anaya, Rudolfo (1937-)
1. Under the Biographies tab, how many Results are there about your author? 
2. Click on one of the items and write the citation information for one of the item selected. Look at the bottom of the record for this information. Write N/A if the requested information is not provided:

Author(s) (if provided, is listed near the bottom of the entry, after “About this Essay”) 

Chapter or Article Title 

Source Name and volume (if provided) 

Date





Page numbers (if provided)

3. Under the Literary Criticism, Articles, & Work Overviews tab, how many items are listed under Literary Criticism (shaded in green or yellow box) about your author’s work?

4. How many items are listed under Articles about your author’s work? 

5. Click on either Literary Criticism or Articles and select one of the items. Write the citation information for the item selected. Look at the bottom of the record for this information. Write N/A if the requested information is not provided:

Author(s) (if provided) 

Chapter or Article Title 

Source Name and volume (if provided) 
Date





Page numbers

6. Skimming through the article you just cited, what relevant information might this article offer that could be useful for your paper? What is the article about? What does the author emphasize in this work? Write a brief summary.
7. Click on [image: image2.bmp] in the upper left corner to return to the library home page.
Part 2. Finding magazine and journal articles

From the library home page, click on Academic Search Complete. The search screen for this database should appear.

· Limit your search to items with full-text by checking the “Full Text” box under “Limit Your Results” 
· Click in the box next to “Find:” and type Rudolfo Anaya. Click on Search.

8. How many Results are there?  

  

9. Write the citation information for the item selected:

Author(s)

Article Title

Source (periodical) 

Volume and issue number (not ISSN)
Date 




  
Page Numbers
Look at the View line near the top or bottom of the full citation screen. Look for the icons and text for the following after the “Citation” icon: 

10. Is HTML Full Text included?


11. Is PDF Full Text included? 

12. Return to the citations list. Is there a link below the citation for this item that reads Check the St. Mary’s University library catalog for holdings, indicating that the library might have this article in print?
13. What information does this article present that would be helpful in writing your paper on your selected topic?
These subscription databases are available through the San Antonio Public Library web site at www.sanantonio.gov/library . They are accessible from your home if you have a San Antonio Public Library card. A library card is free to anyone residing within Bexar County. To obtain a card, simply go to any public library location and bring identification (driver’s license or photo ID) and proof of residency.
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